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savants and the godly will make much ado, but I have
the consciousness of having rendered service to the
Church and the State, Many troubles and misfortunes
would have been avoided if they had ordered the arrest
of Luther and Calvin when they began to dogmatise."

It is unlikely that Richelieu really thought the Re-
formation would have been checked if Luther had
been kept in jail, or that he expected to crush out
Jansenism by holding St. Cyran a prisoner in the
gloomy donjon of Vincennes, but he would not
consent to his release, " Do you know of whom
you speak?" he said to the Prince of Conde", who
asked his pardon; " he is more dangerous than six
armies." In Vincennes St, Cyran remained for
almost five years, and his long confinement is a
blot on the Cardinal's memory.

The abb6 was widely known for the religious
elevation of his character and for his unworldly
piety. In 1641, Jean de Wert, the famous free-
booter, was a prisoner at Paris. He witnessed the
performance of Mirame at the Palais Cardinal, and
many bishops also watched the splendid rendering
of a play which gossip declared to be the Cardi-
nal's own handiwork. When the prisoner was asked
for his judgment he praised the performance, but he
added that it seemed strange to him, in a Christian
kingdom, to find the bishops at the comedy and the
saints in prison,

St. Cyran was liberated after Richelieu's death.
His followers of the Port Royal noticed with pious
joy that the service for the day on which the Cardi-
nal died contained these words, " The fear of thel to acceptage on the side of   ifas
